Regenerative Repair of Volumetric Muscle Loss Injury is Sensitive to Age.
This study compared the recovery following volumetric muscle loss (VML) injury repair using a combination of minced muscle paste and decellularized muscle extracellular matrix carrier in both a younger (3 months) and older (18 months) rat population. Currently, VML repair research is being conducted with the young patient population in mind, but our group is the first to look at the effects of age on the efficacy of VML repair. Our findings highlight the importance of considering age-related changes in response to VML when developing repair strategies targeting an elderly patient population.